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that avoidance of it is conducive to all that life can
bring or achieve. Nor will they refuse to own that
one who is chained in a cold, damp, dungeon, in
darkness and silence, is injured in health and efficiency;
alike by the positive pains thus inflicted on him and by
the accompanying negative pains due to absence of light,
of freedom, of companionship.                Conversely, they

do not doubt that notwithstanding occasional excesses the
pleasure which accompanies the taking of food, goes along
with physical benefit; and that the benefit is the greater the
keener the satisfaction of appetite. They' have no choice but
to acknowledge that the instincts and sentiments which so
overpoweringly prompt marriage, and those which find their
gratification in the fostering of offspring, work out an
immense surplus of benefit after deducting all evils. Nor
dare they question that the pleasure taken in accumu-
lating property, leaves a large balance of advantage, private
and public, after making all drawbacks. Tet many and
conspicuous as are the cases in which pleasures and pains,
sensational and emotional, serve as incentives to proper acts
and deterrents from improper acts, these pass unnoticed;,
and notice is taken only of those cases in which men are
directly or indirectly misled by them. The well-working in
essential matters is ignored; and the ill-working in
unessential matters is alone recognized,

Is it replied that the more intense pains and pleasures;
which have immediate reference to bodily needs, guide
us rightly; while the weaker pains and pleasures, not
immediately connected with the maintenance of life, guide
us wrongly f Then the implication is that the system of
guidance by pleasures and pains, which has answered with
all types of creatures below the human, fails with the
human. Or rather, the admission being that with mankind
it succeeds in so far as fulfilment of certain imperative
wants goes, it fails in respect of wants that are not impera-
tive. Those who think this are required, in the first place,